
 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 15, 2023 
 
Reading 1 
Is 49:3, 5-6 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 

R. (8a and 9a) Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
 
Reading 2 
1 Cor 1:1-3 

 
Gospel 
Jn 1:29-34 

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world. He is the one of whom I said, 'A man is 
coming after me who ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.' I did not 
know him, but the reason why I came baptizing with water was that he might be 
made known to Israel." John testified further, saying, "I saw the Spirit come 
down like a dove from heaven and remain upon him. I did not know him, but the 
one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'On whomever you see the Spirit 
come down and remain, he is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' Now 
I have seen and testified that he is the Son of God." 
 

HOMILY: 

 

In a previous parish, a small country parish, the church did not have air conditioning.  

In the heat of the summer, we would open all the windows and even the doors, to try 

to get some breeze inside.  Try to imagine—the heat of summer!  Well, with the 

windows and doors open, sometimes more than parishioners would come in the 

church.  For example, one early morning, I drove from Dubuque where I lived to this 

church where I was assigned, and I settled into my favorite seat for some time of 

prayer before Mass.  At some point, I became aware that I was not alone in the 

church.  I looked at my feet and saw a snake slither by!  More commonly, a friendly 

bird would swoop inside the building, a visitor that pleased the congregation only 

slightly less.  Bats were other frequent visitors—even less pleasing than the birds, and 

about on par with the snakes.  Certainly there was something unnerving about having 

animals in the church, when we had come for God.  True, they were all God’s 

creatures, but they still belonged outside! 

 

There is much said about the promised sending of the Holy Spirit in today’s gospel.  

John the Baptist testifies that he sees “the Spirit come down like a dove from heaven 
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and remain upon” Jesus and that Jesus’ baptism is not just with 

water, but above all will be a baptism of the Holy Spirit.”  

Sometimes I feel that we get the idea that, if the Holy Spirit 

suddenly descended upon us, it would be more like a snake—

something dangerous and to be feared.  Using animal imagery, 

though the Holy Spirit is promised to be a gift, I think we often 

fear that it might hurt us!  At first, the Holy Spirit might be 

promised as soft and comforting, but instead if the Holy Spirit 

were poured into us, it might hurt us, like a ravenous T-Rex—grrrr!   

 

How far from the truth!  For me, then, how to describe the 

descent of the Holy Spirit? To be honest, this has been a rich 

part of my faith this last year. Through lots of prayer, I have had 

a rich, vibrant experience of the Holy Spirit recently. What kind 

of animal is the Spirit like? A T-Rex, ready to rip me apart?  Far 

from it!  Instead, we need not fear the Holy Spirit, because it is 

more like a cuddly lamb—soft, gentle, and consoling.  If we 

were to use an animal image of today, what might it be?   Far from menacing or 

dangerous, the descent of the Holy Spirit is the fullest injection of joy, love and 

power that I know.  

 

So, when John the Baptist points to the Lamb of God and promises that, through Him, 

we will have the Holy Spirit poured out upon us, it’s the Spirit of this kind of Lamb—

soft, comforting, and most certainly the way to peace! 

 

On the day of our baptisms, the Holy Spirit was indeed poured out into our hearts.  

But…God wants even more for us:  more, more, more of his life, love, and Spirit. By 

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, this bread and wine becomes the very life of God, 

the fullness of the Holy Spirit given to us. Be not afraid—the Spirit is not a T-Rex, 

it’s a lamb.  Let’s come, ask, and receive the very life of God that is the Holy Spirit. 

That’s the kind of animal that’s prowling around this church, looking for our hearts to 

grant us the joy, love and peace that only the Holy Spirit can give. 


